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INTRODUCTION

Considered layout and careful creation will maximise long-term label use. M-
Design plus 1s an important design tool that gives the user a high degree of
design freedom and can be used to satisty a wide range of labelling needs.

M-Design plus programme users are carefully guided through each design
step. Overview windows and menus simplify complex tasks and make it easy
to produce customised labels for every need. For optimal label design, first-
time M-Design plus users are advised to follow the step by step procedures
described in this manual. Experienced M-Design users should keep the
manual to hand for future reference.

In the event of difficulties, please contact your Domino supplier.
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GETTING STARTED

System Requirements

M-Design plus is a Windows based programme and requires an IBM PC or
compatible with the following minimum specification: 233 MHz processor,
64 MB RAM, and colour monitor (256 colours, 640 x 480 pixels).

[t is important that the monitor has normal proportions and is not
compressed, as this is likely to affect the proportions of the label and make it
difficult to see what will be printed.

Installation

Windows XP: Double-click on the “M-Design Setup” file and select
English or Swedish in the language box. The setup program will then guide
you through the installation.

Main View
M-Design is opened in the following view, displaying a blank label.

ls Graphics Text editor Metwork Farmat window Help
Sle Rlamamsapn—p =8Md BGH
- T T R TS

|

Width=100 Length=100 X=1 Y-35

At the top of the screen is the Title Bar displaying the label name:
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Below the Title Bar is the Menu Bar:

File 3Settings Labels Graphics Tewxt editor Mebwork Formab window Help
Below this are the formatting toolbars:

LA AR AN FUY N[ RER e NNl |
3 TrueType fir = | Arial - 10 -l B ryu | = ||\||\§§rﬁ_|‘-g-'§! @G‘a‘l! = =5 [ Cf

The rest of this section gives an overview of the menus in M-Design plus; they
will be covered in more detail in a number of places further on in the manual,
as will the formatting toolbars.

File

In the File menu, it is possible to open, save, and print an existing label or create
a new label. You can also use the File menu to exit M-Design plus or to close
the currently displayed label window.

The print to file command creates a text file of the chosen label which includes
all information the printer needs to print the label.

Settings

M-Design plus must be correctly configured with the printer(s) in order to be
used. Both the programme and the printer can be configured in the
“Settings” menu. This is generally only done the first time the programme is
used. Configuration of the programme is described in “Configuration” on
page 8.

Labels

In the Labels menu it is possible to create label lists that can then be sent to the
printer; see “Sending Labels List(s) to the Printer” on page 30 for more
information.

Graphics

In the Graphics menu it is possible to create graphics lists which can be sent to
the printer; see “Sending Graphics List to the Printer” on page 28 for more
information.

[t is also possible to import and edit graphics stored on the PC/server; see
“Graphics” on page 7 for more information.

Text Editor

The Text Editor displays an overview of the information on the label. The text
editor 1s used for making text labels based on a template. See “Text Editor” on
page 26 for more information.
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Network

Use the Network menu to display a list of the printers connected to the
network. The menu is active only when communication mode is set to
Network in the Seftings menu.

Format

The Format menu is used when handling TrueType fonts. It is possible to
create font lists that can be sent to the printer.

Window

The Window menu contains options for viewing multiple labels
simultaneously.

Help

The Help menu contains a short Help section with instructions and an About
box that displays the version of the installed M-Design.

Configuration

When using M-Design plus for the first time it is important to configure the
software according to your specific needs. Open the Settings menu and select
PC Configuration to display the PC Configuration window. Below 1is an
explanation of the difterent PC Configuration settings (each of the displayed
images below shows the default settings in M-Design plus).

General

()

PC configuration

General |PlinterSettings Cammunication

Fath to main directories

Labels:
|EI:\Program\M-Design\LabeIs\ [ ]

Graphics:
| C:\Program-Design\Graphicsh

Path to the zetup software
|E:\Program\M-Setup'\ [ ]

Mo of recent files =
Language English w

Show toolbar Show rulers
Azsociate et files with the program
[] Pazsword to be able to start the program

Fort for testediting:

aial, 10 Q)

0k | ’ Cancel
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It 1s possible to store labels and graphics anywhere on the PC/server. Use the
[..] buttons to set the correct path to the directories where the files are/will
be stored.

If M-Setup (printer configuration software) is installed on the PC, ensure that
the path to M-Setup is correct. When selecting Printer configuration in the
Settings menu, M-Setup will automatically open in a new window.

It 1s possible to select how many of the recently used files should be displayed
when opening the File menu.

Select which language to be used in M-Design.

Uncheck Show toolbar and/or Show rulers if you do not want them to be
displayed in the label window.

Check Associate .eti files with the program to automatically open M-Design
when you double-click on them (label files created in M-Design are
automatically saved as .eti-files.).

Check Password to be able to strat the program limits label editing to authorised
staft. If the password is forgotten, contact your Domino supplier.

Select the default font to be used when adding new text strings to your labels.

Printer Settings
PC configuration fg|
General | Printer Settings | Communication
() PC Printer
() InLirne Printer [ Filen Privter Date/mm

Arncuracy

[ Tranzmit graphics with label

[ ] Max compression of Graphics

[] Tranzmit variable TrueType font with label
Setup for TrueT ppe fonts Setup for Graphics/Symbols
() dutomatic scaling () dutomatic scaling
(%) Na scaling (%) Keep original size

| ok | ’ Cancel
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M- Design must be correctly configured in order to work properly with the
printer.

Select PC Printer if you want to print your labels on any PC Printer (e.g. laser
or inkjet printer) connected to the PC. Click the Properties button to
configure the PC Printer.

Select Inline Printer if you want to print your labels on a M-Series printer.

Film printer must be selected if the M-Design F20 printer is used. The M-
Design F20 prints on packaging film.

Dots/ mm should correspond to the resolution of the printer to be used. The
correct value must be selected if the screen is to show correct size of
characters, graphics etc.

If Accuracy is set to dots, it 1s possible to place the strings on the label with dots
accuracy, instead of mm accuracy. This is normally used only on very small
labels, but if used it is important that the printer is configured for dots
accuracy as well.

If Transmit graphics with label 1s checked, all graphics on the label are sent to the
printer together with the label. It does not matter whether you send one label
or a long list of labels.

Only one label list can be sent, as the graphics in the first label list will be
replaced by the graphics in the second label list. This option must be used if
the graphics are not stored in the printer. See “Sending Graphics List to the
Printer” on page 28 for more information on storing graphics in the printer.

Max compression of Graphics 1s used only if necessary. It reduces the file size of
the graphics thus enabling more graphics to be stored in the printer, and
reducing the transfer time.

If Transmit variable ‘TrueType fonts with label box is checked, all variable
TrueType fonts on the label are sent to the printer together with the label.
The conditions are the same as described for Transmit graphics with label , above.
This option must be used if the variable TrueType fonts are not stored in the
printer. See “Sending Font List to the Printer” on page 28 for more
information on storing TrueType fonts in the printer.

Scaling of TrueType fonts and graphics is used if the same label is printed on
both 8 dots/mm printers and 12 dots/mm printers.

10 MT27845 Issue 1 March 2007



Communication

X]

PC configuration

General | Printer Settings |

(%) Local COM port ) TCPAP (IUsE

Tirne out EI -

[ ] R5485 Converter
[R5 485 Netwark

COM port COrM1 w Baud rate 9600 w

127, 0.0 .1

[ 0K ]’ Cancel l

Select the means of communication between PC and M-Design Printer.

Local COM port should be selected for serial communication - it is important
to select the correct Com port used on the PC and to set the correct Baud
rate.

The RS485 Network box should only be checked when printers are linked to
a network. If RS485 Network is selected, the highest printer number in the
network should be given in the No of printers box. The response time should
also be given. This value could be set to 1 and changed only if necessary e.g.,
when communication is poor.

The RS 485 converter is always used with an RS 485 network. However, there
are occasions when the converter is used without a network being installed,
e.g. when the computer and printer are very far apart. An RS 485 converter is
recommended when the distance is longer than 20 metres.

If the printer is connected to an Ethernet using TCP/IP communication, the
correct IP address and port number must be given. Use the Test button to
check the communication.

If USB communication is selected, the correct USB printer must be selected.
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LABEL DESIGN
Creating Labels

To create a new label, open the File menu and select New to open the Label
size window. Enter the required width and height of your label and then click
OK. (The default figures in the menu are the length and width of the last label

(%]

0.0

Prink

created.)
Label size
width (100 |3
Length
100 4
w
(0] 4

Cancel

Adding strings

The label is created by adding strings using the toolbar shown below:

A = A S B — 22

Choose between the following string types:

A Text strings

1] Barcodes

= Graphic symbols
Inverse fields

) Linked strings

12
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3l Date strings (including time and Best Before date)
Sequential numbering
— Lines
g EAN-SSCC
Text strings, Barcodes, Graphic symbols and Inverse fields can be made

dynamic by selecting the Dynamic check box. This function is used if string
data will be sent to the printer from an external system.

Text strings

To create a text string, click the text string button A to display the
following drop-down list:

4: TrueType var,

When writing text strings, select one of the available font types from this
drop- down list; the default is font type 3: TrueType fix. All font types can be
used together on the same label.

Machine fonts

Font type 0, 1 and 2 are machine fonts which are permanently stored in the
printer; O is the smallest and is 5 dots wide and 8 dots high; 2 is the largest.
Machine fonts can be used for all text strings on a label.

True Type fonts

Font type 3 and 4 are TrueType fonts; 3 is fix and 4 is variable. Provided that
the character is available in the selected font, True Type fonts can be used to
print, e.g., Cyrillic or Greek characters.

Fix TrueType fonts are automatically sent to the printer as graphics together
with the label. Labels with fix fonts should only be used when the printer is
connected to a PC. It is recommended that fix True Type fonts are used only
for certain applications, e.g., when testing, as the label looks the same all the
time and functions such as date strings and sequential numbering cannot be
used.

Variable TrueType fonts can be sent to the printer, with or without the label(s).
Most commonly variable TrueType fonts are sent without the label(s), in a
font list created in M-Design. How to create a font list is explained in
“Sending Font List to the Printer” on page 28.
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Variable TrueType fonts must be used for text strings that will be changed
after the label is sent to the printer, e.g., date strings.

The use of variable TrueType fonts allows more labels to be stored in the
printer than if fix TrueType fonts were used.

When variable TrueType font is selected for any text string, select which
TrueType font to use from the label’s drop-down font list and click OK (see
the following graphic).

Choose variable true type font from current list [
‘ariable True Type Fonks from lisk no 1
Arial 10 100% Hormal
’ Change Fonklist ] [ Mew Font ko the lisk ]
I (04 ] Cancel

If the desired font is not available in the list, click New font to the list to open a
new window; select the required font to add and click OK. The window
displayed below will open, where all characters to be used with the font
should be specified. Characters can be added one by one by clicking on them
or by typing them in the input field. Click any of the buttons:
Caz [ az .09 |, [ A0 &6 | [ Aloprntable |,

and the corresponding characters will automatically be added. It is possible to
save a set of characters as default and then load this default set of characters
next time.

Select characters to use in selected font le
|il“#$%&'()*+,-.IO123456789:; '”a”g'es

<« ==7@ABCDEFGHI JKLMNOPQRS T UWVW Dso

AN Z[ NI _ T abcdef ghij k!l mniopaqglr.s (120 |
tuw woy z { |y -0 __" % AT~ %mslclo_z | Oz Al
e L~ Tlsro_z Yy - Mel Y S0, ®

B 8 @F @ fy 0l sl 08 ~led L pTCZD " £
ODOOPOX@N%ééééaT""iDééééiéé...fﬁE
LTS %l CEe B e g a0 —E -0 g7

Selected characters [ az J[ az J[ 08 J[AD 35 All printable

| ABCDEFGHIKLMNOPQRSTUWWIY Zabcdefghijklmnopgratuvwsy 20123456782 |
ASCI value: 32 Keys: ALT + 032 [ oK ] ’ o) ]

Fonts are, by default, sent to the printer in the 0° angle. When the printer
prints a text string in another angle it needs to rotate it internally before
printing it. This takes some additional time, so if the time between each print
1s really critical, the font can be sent in the same angle as it is positioned on

the label.

Click OK and the addition of the font to the font list is automatically saved.
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When the text string button A is pressed a formatting window will pop up
on the right side of the window:

Angle mzm hd

Width % 100
[ ]Cynamic

Truetype font

4

Text string

Select the desired angle of the text string. All text strings, barcodes, lines, etc.,
can be printed in four different directions on the label: 0°, 90°, 180° and
270°. An A, indicating angle, is shown alongside the number.

Click the Width up or down arrows to increase or decrease the font width.

Text strings, Barcodes, Graphic symbols and Inverse fields can be made
dynamic by selecting the Dynamic check box. This function is used if string
data will be sent to the printer from an external system.

Click the Tiuetype font button to select the required TrueType font.
If machine font has been selected, the Tiuetype font button will not be visible.
The Prompts button is reserved for use with special operator software.

Once the formatting has been completed, the string can be written. Move the
cursor to the point where the string is to be written and enter the desired
text. It 1s possible to edit and delete all strings after they have been added to
the label; see “Editing Labels” on page 25 for more information.

The position of the string on the label is determined by the x and y
coordinates in the reading field in the lower right corner of the screen. The
origin of the coordinate system is placed in the top right-hand corner of the
label. The direction of the label feed is along the x line.

Barcodes

To create a barcode string, click the [l button on the toolbar.

A formatting window will pop up on the right-hand side.
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Angle IEI 270 b

Type EAM 13

Heighit 10

Width () 3
[ 1Cwnamic

4 4x| %

Lirks

Barcode

Select the angle of the barcode relative to the direction of print. All text
strings, barcodes, lines etc can be printed in four different directions on the
label; these are at right angles to each other and are described as 0°, 90°, 180°
and 270°.

It is recommended that the bars on a barcode are printed in line with the
direction of print, i.e., 90° and 270°. A slower print speed should be selected
1t 0° and 180° are selected, as high speeds may result in wide, unreadable bars.

Select the type of barcode and its Height in mm and Width in dots.

Text strings, Barcodes, Graphic symbols and Inverse fields can be made
dynamic by selecting the Dynamic check box. This function is used if string
data will be sent to the printer from an external system.

As standard the printer can print:
« UPCA/E
* Code 128/EAN128
* EAN 20 (EAN 13 as a price code)
« EANS
« EAN 13
* Code 39
* Interleaved 2 of 5
« EAN/DUN 14
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A second window will also appear in which it is possible to make Barcode-
specific settings and enter the code text.

Barcode [x]

Human readable char,

Code kext:

However, instead of typing in the code text, the preferred method is to use
the barcode Link option in the formatting window (see page 16). In the link
table that appears, data can be linked to the barcode from other strings on the
label.

Link table

Eanl23 Al Type TextPrompts String no Mao.of char.
String no W 1234567590125

O

-
it [w]

=
=

11:
12
13

Code kext: 1234567390123 |

’ Delete active row ]

l QK ] I Cancel ] I Help ’Delete link table ]
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There are advantages of linking label data to one or more barcodes:

* Linking saves time by removing the need for entering data in the barcode

Graphics

The risk of errors is reduced, as all information on the barcode is
guaranteed to be the same as the information in the strings linked to the

barcodes

When transferring data from other systems to the printer, the data does
not need to be sent to the barcode, as this information is selected from

other strings on the label.

Graphics can be logos, product symbols, warning marks, etc.

Graphics must be black and white (line art, monochrome) and saved in any of

the following formats:

.pcx
tif
.dib
.psd
.png
.bmp

To add a graphic to the label press the Graphics buttons, = and select the
required graphic from the drop-down list in the Graphics window that is
displayed.

explozive. bmp

Edit picture...

Move the cursor to the desired position on the label and left-click with the
mouse to add the graphic.

18
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It is possible to edit the graphic before adding it to the label; press the Edit
button in the Graphics window and the following window will be displayed:

[ Image Edit LB

Pixzel

Width

Height |23

Lock aspeck

per cent

Lse filketing

Colorreduction:

Mearesk

II

Impork image.

Update Keep name ’ Save as..

| cancel |

When satistied with the editing, press Save as and save the edited graphic in
the desired directory and then add it to the label by clicking on the label.

Graphics which are to be used in M-Design should be stored in the directory
specified in the PC Configuration (see “Configuration” on page 8). It is
however, possible to import and use graphics stored in other directories by
using the Import Graphics function.

This function is available in the window above (using the Import image..
button) as well as if Get/view graphics is selected in the Graphics menu in the
toolbar; the Convert graphics window will then be displayed (see next page).
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Convert graphics [E
Graphics directary

A, [ rmpor grophics

Delete graphic

Convert graphics

Height [Dats] Width [Dats]
Frewview

(oo J (o )

The Get/view graphics submenu also allows editing of the graphics as well as
the deleting of them from the PC.

Inverse fields

An inverse field is a black field which, when placed over a text string, will
make the text white instead of black.

Press to create an inverse field and then place it over the text. Change the
length and width to the appropriate size in the formatting window that
appears on the right side of the screen.

Note: Always write the text first. If the inverse field is made before entering the
text, the display will be incorrect

Linked strings

Press &3 to open the Linked string window:

Linked string X

String text

[Linkasting |4

String no

b w

The drop-down list contains all strings already on the label and by selecting
any of these in the list and then clicking on the label, an exact copy will be
added to the label. It is possible to change format of the linked string, such as
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angle, but the information in it can only be edited by changing the string to
which it is linked.

There are advantages of using linked strings:

* Linking saves time

* The risk of making errors is reduced as the information in the linked
string is guaranteed to be the same as the information in the reference
string

* When transferring data from other systems to the printer, the data for
two identical strings does not need to be sent more than once.

Date and time strings

To create a date string, click the date button 4] in the toolbar. The box
Date and time field will be displayed:

Date and time field %]

Type of Date/Time
3 Time

(%) Date

) Date 2

) Date Offzet 1
) Date Offzet 2
() Date Offzet 2

Crder Wanables
YD L

Formnat
anooao w

Select the required Type of Date/Time. Select which variables to include in the
string (e.g., day, month and year for a date string) and in which order they
should be displayed. In the Format list, select which punctuation marks to use
in the string.

The other attributes of the string, i.e., angle, font and enlargement, will
follow the routines for text strings as described in “Text strings” on page 13.

When a date/time string is added to the label the real date/time is not shown
on the screen. The date/time string is displayed instead, so as to reflect the
selected format. The clock in the printer determines the exact date/time
when the label is printed.

If a Date Offset string is selected, specify the Date Offset date as the number of
days /weeks/months to add to the actual print date (default setting is days,
changes are made in the printer configuration - not in M-Design).
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On a single label it is possible to add only one Time string; whereas, it is
possible to add two difterent Date strings, and three difterent Date Offset
strings.

The other attributes of the date/time string, i.e., angle, font and enlargement,
will follow the routines for text strings as described in “Text strings” on
page 13.

Sequential numbering

Sequential numbering is used for printing consecutive numbers on labels.
Sequential numbering counts up if the stop value is greater than the start value
and vice versa.

Global sequential numbering means that all labels printed by the printer use
the same counter. The opposite is label connected sequential numbering, i.e.,
each label has its own counter.

To create a Sequential No. string, press the Sequential numbering button
in the toolbar to display the following window:

Sequential Mo. [Z|
[al
Start value |1 [w] Type of s2q. no,
Label connected
Stop value(99999  [4] ©
{1 Global
Increrent by (1 Eﬂ
Leading zeros
Mo.of labels/stepyl [
fstey [*] () Suppress
Aligrrnent (& Print
(=) Left
i Restart
() Right
() Mo restart
Reached stop value (O Daily
(%) Restart Crwveekly
(Mo seq. numbering (O Manthly
() stop printing Crvearly
Close Help

Select the required type of sequential number to use. If Label connected
sequential number is selected, it is possible to change all parameters in this
window.

Increment by is the length of the step counted. This can be in either direction.

No. of labels per step specifies the number of labels to be printed with the same
sequential number.
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If leading zeros are printed, the number of digits in the string always equals the
number of digits in the stop value. If leading zeroes are suppressed, the
number of digits in the string equals the number of digits in the current
counter value. For example, with leading zeros set to be printed, if the
number to be printed 1s “121” and the stop value is set to “99999", the string
will be displayed and printed as “00121”. If leading zeroes are set to be
suppressed, it will be printed as “121”.

Alignment has an effect only if leading zeroes are suppressed.

When the sequential numbering has reached the specified stop value, the printer
can:

* restart the sequential numbering from the specified start value

e continue printing with no seq. numbering, meaning that the string will be
blank on all subsequent labels

* stop printing, until it receives new instructions/information from the
printer.

[t is possible to schedule the restart of the sequential numbering. At the
predetermined interval; once per day, week, month or year, the sequential
numbering returns to its start value.

If global sequential numbering is selected, no changes can be made in the
Sequential No. window. Open the Settings menu and select Global sequential
numbering to make the settings for the global sequential number. These
settings must then be sent to the printer by using the Transmit to printer button.

Lines

A line can be created by clicking the Line button — in the toolbar.

Selecting the desired angle as 270° results in a horizontal line on the screen,
with its starting point on the left-hand side of the label.

Enter the desired length and width of the line. Length is given in mm and
width in dots. The maximum length is 296 mm and maximum width is 24
dots.

EAN-SSCC

An SSCC, or Serial Shipping Container Code, is a standardised 18 digit
number allocated to uniquely identify a logistics unit. It is most commonly
used on outer cases and pallets.

The number is normally created from the company prefix, followed by a serial
reference, totalling 17 digits. The eighteenth digit is a check digit.

The EAN-SSCC function in M-Design allows easy creation of an SSCC
number in accordance with EAN standards.
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To create an SSCC number click Z& on the toolbar and then Link SSCC, in
the window that is displayed on the right-hand side of the screen, to display
the following window:

SSCC Link table for barcode X]
Type String |N|:|.chhar.
1 w
2
2
4:
q
&
S5CLC
Delete link table
(o] =]

Firstly, select Digit or space in the Type column in row 1, and enter the
company prefix in the String column. The No. of characters in the right column
will automatically increment as digits are added in the String column.
Depending on how many digits are in the company prefix there will be a
varying number of “free” digits available for making the SSCC number
unique. A total of 17 digits should be entered, as the eighteenth digit, the
check digit, is automatically calculated and added.

Below is an example of how a typical SSCC number is created:

SSCC Link table for barcode X
Type |String |N|:u.|:ufchar.
1: Digit or space AT36R345 7
2 Teard) ar 2
3 Year Day no ong 3
4: Seq. numhb.dglakaly 00000 a
e E¥
f:
S5CC: 373634507 00900000+C [17+1:18)
Delete link table
o] oo

24 MT27845 Issue 1 March 2007



Editing Labels
Editing strings

Click the arrow button & in the toolbar, click on the string to be edited
and a red frame will appear around the string. It is now possible to change all
of the settings that were selected when the strings were added, as well as move
the strings around by dragging and dropping or by using the arrow keys on
the keyboard. If dots accuracy is required and selected in the PC
Configuration (see “Configuration” on page 8) hold the “Shift” key down
whilst moving the cursor with the arrow keys.

More than one string can be edited at the same time. Hold down the “Shift”
or “Ctr]” key and click on each of the strings to be edited. The last of the
strings selected will have a darker frame, indicating that this string will be the
reference when using the alignment functions.

Double-clicking a text string will allow the text in the string to be edited,
whereas a single click makes it possible to change angle, font, width and size.

Deleting strings

Click the arrow button 4 in the toolbar and then click on the desired string
on the label. Click the delete button X , or press “Delete” on the keyboard.
It is possible to delete more than one string at a time.

Changing a string number

Click the arrow button % in the toolbar and then click on the desired string
on the label. Click Change String Number button s , and then enter the

Y

desired string number in the pop-up window.

This function is used to sort strings once they have been entered; i.e., the
string number can be determined after entering the data.

Moving the label area

By clicking Move Label Area ] , all strings on the label can be moved
simultaneously.

Rotating a label

By clicking Rotate Label (3 , the label can be rotated to 0°, 90°, 180° and
270°. This function is particularly useful when the label is to be printed
upside-down.

Changing the size of a label

By clicking the button for changing the label size 7} you can adjust the label
size in the same way as described in “Creating Labels” on page 12.
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TEXT EDITOR

In the Text editor the label is represented in a list displaying all strings in a
structured manner. This can be useful for getting an overview of the order
and types of strings on the label, and the possible links between the strings.

[t is possible to open labels stored in any directory by browsing the directories
in the left-hand pane. All label files in the selected directory are listed in the
Label drop-down list.

To the right of the Label drop-down list are two radio buttons indicating
whether the selected label is a Layout label or a Text label (see below for an
explanations of these terms). If it is a text label the narrow Layout box displays
to which Layout label the text label is connected.

The text editor only allows editing of text information in the strings.

Text editor - C:\Program\MDesign41\Labels

&5

Directory Label Label type
1) ComPlus Applications |
1) Crystal Dedisions
15 CyberLink ‘ ‘
1) Debughade
1) Delade filer No. String type Char.  |String text ~
1) D-Tools
{) Fingerprink Sensor
12 Genvagar tl pragram
1) Google
1) Hewlett-Packard _
I HRQ
1) Internet Explorer
15 iPod
1) Munes
1) Jasc Software Inc
1) Java
1) Java Wieh Start
1) JawsSystems
{2 Logitech
) Mbesigne
{7 Graphics
13 Labels
{5 PCUNIAUSE
{5 MDesign b

Save as

¥

Layout Labels

An ordinary label designed in M-Design is saved as a layout label. Layout label
files contain all information about the strings on the label, such as positions,
font types, rotations, etc. This means that a layout label file is relatively large,
limiting the number of labels that can be stored in the printer.

Text Labels

The text editor is used for creating text labels — as text labels take up far less
memory space, this allows more labels to be stored in the printer.

26 MT27845 Issue 1 March 2007



Firstly, a layout label is created and used as a template. Using this template,
hundreds of text labels can be created in the text editor and subsequently
stored in the printer. The text label files contain only text information, but
they will have the same appearance as the layout label to which they are
connected. The only difference will be the information in the strings.

To create a text label connected to an existing layout label, select the layout
label in the text editor (see the Text editor screen displayed above). Click Save
as and name the file before saving. In the Select label type window check the
Text label radio button and select to which Layout it should be connected.
Press OK and a text label is created. Now change the text information in any
text string or barcode string and finish by saving the changes. The text label
will automatically be saved in the same directory as the layout label. It is
important that the layout label used as a template is stored in the same
directory to which it is connected.

When a text label is opened in the main window, no changes can be made.
The only possible changes to an individual text label are text changes and they
are made in the text editor. All changes of font types, string positions, label
size, etc., are made on the layout label and then automatically applied to all
connected text labels.
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SENDING LISTS TO THE PRINTER

Storing TrueType fonts, graphics and labels in the printer saves a lot of time.
Instead of having to send them before each print they are sent to the printer
once, and then selected manually or automatically, and quickly retrieved from
the printer’s memory.

When TrueType fonts, graphics and labels are to be stored in the printer they
must be sent to the printer in lists.

Sending Font List to the Printer

If any string on the labels to be printed is using Font type 4: Variable
TrueType font, it is necessary to send this font to the printer before printing
the labels.

Open the Format menu and select Fontlist. M-Design can handle ten different
font lists, which can be displayed in the window below. It is however only
possible to store one font list in the printer, so select the correct list, ensure
that it contains all fonts that will be used printing the labels and click the
Transmit list button.

Depending on the number and size of the fonts in the list, and the
communication speed, transmission can take anything from a few seconds to a
few minutes.

Note: The font list must be transmitted to the printer before the labels.

Select the variable true type fonts for the printer F§|

_ ¥
List no @E]E]

Fant name |Size |Style |Width kO
Arial 14 Marmal 100

Change list row

Delete list
Delete list —2
elete list row m

=1
_ 2
=
=
=
=i
=
=

[ Transniit list

Clase

Sending Graphics List to the Printer

Graphics can be sent together with the labels, but it is recommended that
graphics are sent to the printer in a graphics list.
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Open the Graphics menu and select “Lists”. M-Design can handle fifteen
different graphic lists, which can be displayed in the window below. It is
however only possible to store one graphics list in the printer.

List of graphics to be stored in printer memory rz|
Graphics List no
ced pox @
ced by
celd.por
e HEHENEHGREOBMERED
0g0. Drn|
Testt Graphics
1 Jeedpex
2 |eedpew
3 |Logobmp
4|
5 |
£ |
g
s |
3|
10

All Supported files [*.bmp;* pos;® b dib ped; |

ra

o

In angles

=

o

[Jao
[J180
[Jz70

Transmit list

& ][ 7]

o

w

ra
=

[ e [ Hep |

In the window above, the Graphics pane on the left lists all supported graphics
files stored in the “Graphics” directory defined in the PC Configuration (see
“Configuration” on page 8). These files are added to the list to the right by
clicking on them. There are 100 positions/rows in each graphics list, but
depending on the size of the graphics it might not be possible to store this
many in the printer.

The graphics will be arranged in the same order in which they are added to
the list; also the same order in which they are saved in the printer. This order
1s important only if graphics will be selected by commands from an external
system.

Note: Each graphic will be stored in the printer with a storage number one lower
than its row number in the list, e.g., “ce2.pcx”, in the above display, will
be stored as number O in the printer

Graphics are, by default, sent to the printer in the 0° angle. When the printer
prints a graphic in another angle it needs to rotate it internally before printing
it. This takes additional time, so if the time between each print is really
critical, the graphic can be sent in the same angle as it is positioned on the

label.

To save a list, select the required list number from the fifteen buttons situated
above the list and then press Save list. The list will automatically be saved as
Gx.Ist (where x is the selected list number, 0-14) in the same directory as the
graphics are stored.
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Click Transmit list to send the graphics list to the printer.

Note: The graphics list must be sent to the printer before any label list.

Sending Labels List(s) to the Printer

Storing the labels in the printer has many advantages and is used frequently.
Labels to be stored in the printer must be sent to it in label lists.

Open the “Labels” menu and select “Label List” to display the screen below.
M-Design can handle 15 different label lists and all of them can be sent and
stored in the printer. However, if more than one label is sent with the same
storage number, only the most recently sent label will be stored.

Lists - C:\Program\M-DesigniL abels}

List no
Direckary

s memswe & L el
iPo

103 iTunes Label |St0rage no. |Lay0ut ~
123 Jasc Software Inc

i) Java

I Java Web Start —
I JawsSystems
I Logitech
(=5 M-Design
{C3) Graphics
) Labels
{3 Poumr-uss v

| >

|~

Save list

Wiew list

Delete list

Delete label

£

KA

i

| Close | ’ Help ]

When the label list window is opened all labels stored in the “Labels”
directory specified in PC Configuration will be displayed in the list. It is
possible to browse through the directories to the left and open any other
directory.

* The first column in the list displays the name of the label file, with the
extension excluded.

* The second column displays the storage number — this has to be given
each label before it is sent to the printer.

* The third column indicates whether the label is a Layout label file or a
Text label. If it is a Layout label file, “LAYOUT” will be displayed in the
third column; if it is a text label, the Layout label file to which it is
connected will be displayed.
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Whatever the name of the label file, it will be stored in the printer together
with the storage number assigned to it in the label list. It is possible to give a
label any storage number between 1 and 999999999. It is common practice to
use numbers starting from 1, or, if the labels contain an article number, to use
the article number as a storage number.

Click the button to copy all digits from the file name in the first

column to the storage number in the second column.

To change or delete a storage number, move the cursor to the storage number
box, click with the mouse on the storage number and press backspace or
delete on the keyboard, and/or enter a new storage number.

If the “Delete label” option is used, the label will be deleted from the PC.

To save a list, click any of the List no buttons to allocate the label a number
between 0 and 14. The list will then be saved automatically as Lx.Ist (where x
represents the allocated number between 0 and 14) in the directory in which
the labels are stored.

Use “Delete list” to delete a saved list. This will not delete any labels.

In the example above, not all labels will be sent to the printer. To view the
“real” label list, click “View list” to open the View list window (see below),
showing only those labels with a storage number. This window also presents a
summary of the number of Layout labels in the list and the total number of
labels (Layout labels + Text labels).

View list - List no O rz|
No. of labels=8 No. of layouts=1
Label Starage no, Layaut

1

Zz 102 102 Template 1

] 103 103 Template 1

4 104 104 Template 1

5 105 105 Termplate 1

=] 106 106 Template 1

7 107 107 Template 1

[ Template 1 99493 LAy oUT

k=]

=

—

[

Lo

-

o

o

=~

o

o

2
o

Close
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