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Domino Prepares to Support Customers with Stricter 2D Code Requirements in Regulated Industries
The global regulatory landscape for labelling consumer products is ever-changing, with an increasing number of industries adopting 2D codes to increase transparency and traceability and combat the risk of counterfeit products. Against this backdrop, Domino Printing Sciences (Domino) is preparing to support its global manufacturing customers in navigating regulatory 2D code requirements across industries. 
“As a global leader in advanced variable data printing solutions, Domino has been at the forefront of global regulatory developments necessitating the use of serialised 2D codes, including those in the pharmaceutical and tobacco sectors,” says Domino’s new Head of Global Regulated Sectors, James Cutforth.
“We understand that speed and reliability are critical for our manufacturing customers, and, as such, adopting 2D codes can seem like a significant challenge. With GS1 Sunrise 2027 and stricter regulated 2D code requirements on the horizon, we are committed to working with our global manufacturing customers to understand potential blockers and develop solutions that will work within their industries.” 
Advanced variable data 2D codes, including Data Matrix and QR codes, offer greater data capacity and accuracy compared with traditional 1D (linear) barcodes. The past few decades have witnessed growing regulatory requirements for 2D codes for consumer safety, traceability, and anti-counterfeiting purposes. Globally, a diverse range of industries are now adopting more stringent requirements for 2D codes; current regulated sectors include: 
· Pharmaceuticals: EU Falsified Medicines Directive 2011/62; US Drug Supply Chain Security Act; India Drugs (Eighth Amendment) Rules 2022;
· Medical devices: EU Medical Device Regulation 2017/745;
· Tobacco products: EU Tobacco Products Directive 2014/40;
· Food products: Korea Smart Food QR; US Food Safety Modernization Act 204 (recommended); 
· Alcoholic beverages: EU Regulation 2021/2117 on Wine Products;
· Agri-inputs, including seeds and agrochemicals: India Insecticides (Second Amendment) Rules, 2023
In the pharmaceutical industry, in particular, the use of 2D codes has accelerated since being written into regulations such as the EU FMD in 2011. Despite there being no specific regulations driving this change, within the medical and healthcare sectors, variable data 2D codes are commonly used for modernising healthcare operations and enhancing patient experiences. A recent report by the  indicated that 60% of healthcare providers in the US had integrated variable data QR codes into their patient management systems by 2023. 
“Having supported our global pharmaceutical customers in preparing for the EU FMD, US DSCSA, and EU MDR, we understand the complexities involved in equipping production lines to handle fast-paced printing of serialised 2D codes,” says Bart Vansteenkiste, Global Life Sciences Sector Manager, Domino. “We also understand the value in helping to improve patient safety and reduce medication errors and can foresee a future with stricter 2D code requirements in these industries. For this reason, we developed the K600G solution for serialised, individual dosage-level 2D codes on pharmaceuticals – so we can help our customers to future-proof their lines and stay ahead of the game.” 
Domino has worked closely with international barcode standards organisation GS1 for more than 20 years and has developed a wide range of globally compliant printing technologies designed to handle fast-paced printing of serialised and variable data 2D codes, including Gx-Series thermal inkjet printers, Vx-Series thermal transfer overprinters, K-Series high-resolution monochrome inkjet printers, and Dx-Series CO2 laser coders. Domino is committed to helping brands and manufacturers prepare for future regulatory 2D code requirements, including requirements for individual dose identification and the global move to 2D codes at the point-of-sale. Domino’s designated sector team is at the heart of this commitment, encompassing global food, beverage, and life sciences experts. Domino’s sector team works closely with international manufacturers to understand industry and customer requirements and develop reliable, end-to-end solutions for printing and verifying 2D codes. 
The most recent example is the launch of Domino’s range of Bottle Closure Printing Stations, incorporating, high-speed, high-resolution printing from Domino’s K300 printer. The new solutions, which print variable data and 2D codes, including QR codes, onto HDPE bottle caps and closures, were developed in close collaboration with leading Korean bottled water manufacturers in preparation for new legislation which will prohibit the use of external labels on bottled water from January 2026. 
[bookmark: _Hlk182997147]“As a global expert in advanced variable data printing, Domino works closely with GS1 and other industry organisations to help support and drive the adoption of 2D codes across industries,” says Cutforth. “Over the years, global businesses have trusted us to provide the necessary sector and technology expertise to help them prepare for regulatory changes. Today, we pride ourselves on being at the forefront of new regulatory developments. We are ready to support businesses and ease the transition from concept to production for 2D code applications.”
To find out more about the range of variable data printing solutions available and how Domino can help you future-proof your production lines and prepare for the global migration to 2D codes, visit the website or get in touch.
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Inks
The information contained in this document is not intended as a substitute for undertaking appropriate testing for your specific use and circumstances. Neither Domino UK Limited nor any of Domino’s group of companies is in any way liable for any reliance that you may put on this document with regards to the suitability of any ink for your particular application. This document does not form part of any terms and conditions between you and Domino, Legal Disclaimers v.1.0 February 2018 and Domino’s Terms and Conditions of sale, and in particular the warranties and liabilities contained within them, shall apply to any purchase of products by you. 

General
Information contained within this press release is considered to be true and correct at the date of publication by Domino, changes in circumstances after the time of publication may impact the accuracy of the information. All performance related figures and claims quoted in this document were obtained under specific conditions and may only be replicated under similar conditions. For specific product details, you should contact your Domino Sales Advisor. This document does not form part of any terms and conditions between you and Domino. 
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Imagery
Images may include optional extras or upgrades. Print quality may differ depending on consumables, printer, substrates, and other factors. Images and photographs do not form any part of any terms and conditions between you and Domino. 

Videos
This video is illustrative only and may include optional extras. Performance figures obtained under specific conditions; individual performance may vary. Errors and downtime on production lines may be unavoidable. Nothing in this video forms part of any contract between you and Domino.

Notes to Editors:

About Domino

Since 1978, Domino Printing Sciences (Domino) has established a global reputation for the development and manufacture of coding, marking, and printing technologies, as well as its worldwide aftermarket products and customer services. Today, Domino offers one of the most comprehensive portfolios of complete end-to-end coding solutions designed to satisfy the compliance and productivity requirements of manufacturers across many sectors, including food, beverage, pharmaceutical, and industrial. The company’s core technologies include innovative inkjet, laser, print and apply, and thermal transfer overprinting systems designed for the application of variable data, barcodes, and unique traceability codes onto product and packaging. 

Domino employs over 3,000 people worldwide and sells to more than 120 countries through a global network of 29 subsidiary offices and more than 200 distributors. Domino’s manufacturing facilities are located in China, Germany, India, Sweden, Switzerland, UK, and the USA.

Domino became an autonomous division within Brother Industries Ltd. on 11th June 2015. 

For further information on Domino
Please visit www.domino-printing.com 

Issued on behalf of Domino by Neo PR Limited.
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